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Field Day 2024 
VE Test Sessions 


Breaking bread with 
fellow hams 


Thursday 2m Net 


Save the Date 


Contact Zero Beat 


Hitting all the high points at 
Field Day 2024 


Forget the perennial controversy over whether Field 
Day is a contest or not. There are so many other 
activities and goals hams try to do on field day, and 
PPRAA accomplished most of them on June 21-23 at 
Mountain View Electric Company in Falcon. 


Is Field Day an opportunity to try a few different kinds 
of radios, to see what a new ham might like to buy? 
PPRAA had Yaesu FT-DXI10 transceivers, an FT-891, and 
an Icom IC-7100. 


Is Field Day a chance to learn about antenna types 
and how well they perform? We had a delta loop, a 
G5RV, a Hustler vertical with a radial field, and an 
end-fed half-wave. All were used to make contacts 
from coast to coast and to other continents. 
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Field Day Continued 


Is Field Day for checking out portable power solutions, and deciding on emergency 
gear? We had a variety of solar panels, batteries, and generators, and Epic PWRgate 
controllers to tie them all together. 


Is Field Day for testing our gear to ensure readiness for any conditions? Mother Nature 
provided a late-night wind storm, which our canopies and masts survived. 


Is Field Day a chance to bring family and friends to try their hands at radio operations to 
see if they might enjoy it and pursue their own licenses? Our Get-On-The-Air station was 
in almost constant use, and had operators of all ages. Many left with study materials 
and test session information so they can become licensed amateurs soon. 


Is Field Day for eating well and socializing with friends? PPRAA's favorite brisket smokers, 
the Nielsen family, provided the food in accordance with our annual traditions, but 
many PPRAA members showed up and graced us with their company, providing 
friendship, camaraderie, tall tales, funny jokes, and fulfillment of what Field Day is 
supposed to be all about. 
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Field Day Continued BSE 


But for those who do think Field Day is a contest too, it's nice to know how we scored. 
Our preliminary score is 2,835, with 294 phone contacts, 143 digital contacts, and 57 
phone contacts from the GOTA station. We reached all states except for Wyoming, 
and also contacted Puerto Rico, six Canadian provinces (including Northwest 
Territories), and Field Day participant stations in Brazil, New Zealand, Dominican 
Republic, Finland, and Japan. 


Thanks to all who came to Mountain View Electric, and were already looking forward 
to seeing you again for Winter Field Day in January! 


FREE Radio Licensing Test Sessions 
Second Saturday of every month at 10 am 
Pikes Peak Regional 


Office of Emergency Management 
3755 Mark Dabling Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 


ve@ppraa.org 


Page 4 


Breaking bread with fellow hams 


JULY 2024 


PPRAA offers a wide variety of on-the-air activities that make good 
opportunities for mentorship and education, but a lot of fun can be had 
with fellow hams even when were not stringing wires up in trees or fiddling 
with knobs on our favorite transceivers. Sometimes our best bonding takes 
place not with a ground rod, but with coffee cups and breakfast. 


Every Thursday morning, several hams convene at Village Inn, 535 Garden 
of the Gods Rd in Colorado Springs, to chat about ham radio and learn from 
each other. Also, on the first Saturday of each month, we meet at a 
restaurant listed on the PPRAA.org website for breakfast, perhaps to try out 
a new restaurant each month, and to swap stories of our shared interests. 
All are welcome to join us for the Thursday morning and first Saturday 
morning breakfasts to get some help with technical topics, offer some of 
your own experiences, and make friends. 
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save the Date 
General Membership meeting (14 August 2024) 
will be both in-person and virtual 
Location: Golden Corral, 1970 Waynoka Rd, Colorado Springs 
The business meeting starts at 7 PM, but get your dinner and 
beverage of choice and check in any time after 6 PM for a social 


hour. Club members check your email for info or email 
Officers@PPRAA.org to receive the Zoom information. 


PPRAA Picnic and Car Show 
e Saturday, August 17, 2024. 
e Fountain Creek Regional Park — Pavilion #3 
e 1000-1600, food served at 1230. 
e Club will provide burgers, brats, chips, drinks. 
e Bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
e Come early to operate portable from the park. 
e Bring your vehicle and show off your mobile installation. 
e Win Prizes! 
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SATURDAY FOUNTAIN CREEK REGIONAL PARK 
AUGUST 17, 2024 2010 DUCKWOOD RD. 
10 AM TO 4 PM FOUNTAIN, CO 80817 
FOOD SERVED AT 12:30 PM PAVILION #3 


CLUB WILL PROVIDE BURGERS, BRATS, CHIPS & DRINKS 
PLEASE BRING A SIDE DISH OR DESSERT TO SHARE 


CAR SHOW PRIZES 
GRAND PRIZE: CLEANEST INSTALL 
BEST OFFROAD SETUP - MOST UNIQUE VEHICLE 


MOST FUNCTIONAL ANTENNAS - HIGHEST MILEAGE 
CAR SHOW ENTRANTS PLEASE ARRIVE BY 10 AM 
The 
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Contact Zero Beat 
Do you have photos of PPRAA events you'd like to share, or news from 


the ham radio world that the club might like to hear? Please email 
zerobeat@ppraa.org to share your ideas and pictures. 


